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Easter Greetings in the Merry, Merry month of May!

The trees have bloomed; the bulbs are finally pushing their way up through the winter-hardened
ground. Finally, resurrection is showing its face in nature!

As poet Edward Payson Rod wrote:
“Look at us, said the violets blooming at her feet,
all last winter we slept in the seeming death
but at the right time God awakened us,
and here we are to comfort you.”

A few weeks ago, on Easter Day, we talked about resurrection.
Now the month of May gives us our visual examples!

On Easter Day, we talked about The Resurrection in worship.
In May, we will explore all of its hopefulness, joyfulness, comfort, and wisdom.

Easter Day may be over and done, but the Easter Season has just begun!

This Easter Season we will consider deeply and thoughtfully Jesus’ message to the world. It was one of
Love. But, what kind of love? What wondrous love is this, 0 my soul? (UMH 292). To understand Easter,
we need to stretch ourselves to understand this wondrous love. Each and every Sunday, that is exactly
what we will do!

| often consider how Mary Taylor Memorial constantly stretches itself to be an effective church — a loving
church —in this current time and in this geographic space, and how our worship and our service collabo-
rate to accomplish that. May we journey together?

May | expect you as we continue our Easter journey in this merry, merry month?
Finally, may | offer you this May Blessing!

May the Lord bless you
and keep you;
May the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
May the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace. (Based on Numbers 6:24-25)

May God bless you on your journey, Pastor Kristina
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May 2019 Worship Services

Mary Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church, Milford, CT

Jamboree at 8:45 a.m. in the Chapel!

Sunday School for children from 9:00-9:45 a.m.

Java for the Journey (Adult Sunday School) from 9:00-9:45
Worship at 10 a.m. with childcare for pre-school children.
Fellowship Time to follow Worship!

* & & o o

May 5 SUNDAY 3™ Sunday of Easter

e Rev. Kristina Hansen will offer the message “LOVE LOST IN TRANSLATION” based on
John 21:9-19 and Psalm 30

e Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served
e Special Offering: Native American Ministries Sunday
e Fair Trade coffee, tea and chocolate will be sold at Fellowship Time

May 12 SUNDAY 4™ Sunday of Easter (& Mother’s Day)

e Rev. Kristina Hansen will offer the message “LOVE IN RELATIONSHIP” based on John
10:22-30 and Psalm 23.

e Mission Moment
e Java for the Journey WILL meet. NO Children’s Sunday School
May 19 SUNDAY 5™ Sunday of Easter

e Rev. Kristina Hansen will offer the message “LOVE IN ACTION” based on John 13:31-35
and Acts 11:1-18.

e Stewardship Moment
e 11:15 AM Blood Pressure Screening
e 11:30 AM Health Kit assembly (Wesley Center, 1** Floor)

e 2 PM Connecticut District Conference, location TBD
May 26 SUNDAY 6™ Sunday of Easter

e Rev. Kristina Hansen will offer the message “ATTUNING TO CHRIST’S LOVE” based on
John 14:23-29, Acts 16:9-15 and Psalm 67.

e Java for the Journey WILL meet. NO Children’s Sunday School
e Healing anointing will be offered at the close of worship.

e 11:30 AM Caring Ministry meeting (Wesley Center, 1** Floor)

Advance reading of the scriptures is an act of spiritual formation.
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LAY SERVANT EXPERIENCES

This is a new series requested by Pastor Kristina whereby each of our MTMUMC Lay Servants will offer
a personal testimony of our experience as Lay Servants.

First and foremost “What is a Lay Servant” in the United Methodist Church?

“Lay Servants are to serve the local church or charge in any way in which their witness or leadership and
service inspires the laity to deeper commitment to Christ and more effective discipleship. This includes
the interpretation of scriptures, doctrine, organization, and ministries of the church”
(https.//www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/lay-servant-ministries)

| have been a lay servant since the early 1990's. While there have been some changes to the
program along the years, the benefits and blessings have remained the same. | have
enjoyed the many experiences | have had along the way. | first served at my former church,
First United Methodist Church in South Norwalk. It was a small church so | had many
opportunities to deliver sermons, be liturgist, teach, chair numerous committees as well as
taking many interesting courses to improve my skills and knowledge. One of my favorite
things was a year of Psalms most Sundays just prior to worship.

In March | took another course (along with Leslie) to maintain my certification at the
Westport UMC. In preparation, | read THE UNITED METHODIST WAY, LIVING OUR BELIEFS
by Kenneth Carder and as a special treat, we spend an hour on a conference call with the
author.

We reviewed the Wesleyan doctrine and the Wesleyan Quadrilateral - which consists
of Scripture, Tradition, Reason and Experience - as well as the history of American Method-
ism. What was most meaningful for me? The focus on the law of kindness brought by God,
Love God and Love your neighbor as yourself; Condemn no man, think for yourself but leave
judgement up to God; We all have universal redemption — free grace. | also love the tradi-
tion of doing and seeking justice — do no harm, no not injure and always stay in love with
God because He always loves us unconditionally.

As Pastor Kristina would say, the longer | spend living my faith, the more blessings | find on

the journey.

Peace,
Sandy Morgan, Certified Lay Servant



https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/lay-servant-ministries
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Monthly MINDFULNESS MEDITATION Group

1% Friday of each month Next meeting, May 3rd
@ 6:30-8:00pm in Dodd Hall,
Mary Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church,
168 Broad Street, on the green in Milford, CT

A common misunderstanding of meditation:
“Oh, | could never meditate, my mind is too busy
or my thoughts are always racing”
This is exactly where to start!

This is a 90 minute program for persons practicing all levels of meditation including “beginners.” No
experience in meditation required, only a curiosity. No RSVP required. All are welcome. There is no
charge for this monthly event. Open to our congregation as well as those who are not currently
members of Mary Taylor Memorial UMC.
Facilitator: Paul Downing, call or text @ 203-676-5582, or email: Paul.Downing@snet.net

* Paul Downing is a transformational coach in-training specializing in mindfulness, self-care and curious personal discovery.

He is a candidate for a Masters degree in Consciousness Studies / Transpersonal Psychology from the Graduate Institute (expected Summer 2019)
and candidate to be a certified mindfulness meditation facilitator from the Engaged Mindfulness Institute (expected Fall 2019). Paul has experi-
enced the transformational power and grace of meditation and willingness to seek and listen to the sacred inner voice of Essence, a practice which
he desires to share with all who could benefit.

COMMUNITY SUPPER AT MTMUMC

We are recruiting help now for
Thursday May 23rd , any portion of 2 — 6:30 p.m.

If you can help, contact Deb Dubien at 203.877.4959.

ALTAR FLOWERS AND MISSION CROSS ORDERS
Are welcomed anytime.

Flowers are $20, payable to MTMUMC and mailed or given to
Beth O’Brien, 7 Breakneck Court, Milford, 06460.

A donation in lieu of Altar flowers 1s honored with a cross and miniature mission scarf placed on the
altar. If you would like to place an order please contact Beth at 203-877-8668 or
bgobrienl 1(@optonline.net to arrange a suitable date.
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A CONVERSATION ABOUT

FORGIVENESS

Being in a relationship can be a joy. Sometimes, a relationship encounters difficulty,
hardship, or pain. As humans, sometimes we “sit” with this separation for a very long time
without the willingness or ability to enter into healing.

Whether you have been wronged by someone or your words or actions have contributed to
another person’s hurt, there is hope to find forgiveness including forgiving yourself.

Four classes will be held, Tuesdays, May 14, 21, 28, and June 4 at 6:30-8:00pm in Wesley
Center.

This will be a safe and sacred place to listen to various resources which speak about what
forgiveness is, and what it is not, from biblical, cultural, experiential, and mindfulness

perspectives.
RSVP requested to reserve a seat. Come as you are.
For more information or questions, contact the class facilitators:

Steve Wasko @ steve.j.wasko@gmail.com or 203-997-2213
Paul Downing @ paul.downing@snet.net or 203-676-5582
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Purpose of United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the
church.

Thank you to Sue O’Shea, all our soup makers and all our soup lovers. ggg
Our Second Sunday Soup Sales raised $1800!

You are cordially invited to attend our annual
Mother - Daughter Potluck Tuesday May 14th, 5:45 Dodd Hall
All women and girls are invited as we are all daughters
Entertainment by The Pitchpipers

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 5 Fellowship Time: G-M

May 26 Fellowship Time: N-Z

June 11 Noon Meeting— Gunn Library, Wesley Center

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, TEA AND CHOCOLATE

Fair trade coffee, tea and chocolate will be sold after church on May 5™. Order
forms will be in the bulletin on April 28 so that you may plan your purchase. Last
chance for chocolate! Chocolate will not be shipped during the warm Summer months.
This will be the last chance to order before September. If there is interest, an order will
be placed for coffee and tea over the summer.

Please contact me if you are interested. Christine McGregor cjmcgregor50@hotmail.com

INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTICES ‘—«%-

In case of inclement weather on Sundays, Pastor Kristina will consult with church
leaders as needed and agree on plans for worship, Sunday School, and other planned activities.
Weather-related closings will be posted on the church voice mail, Yahoo e-mail group, WFSB

(Channel 3), NBCCT (Channel 6), WTNH (Channel 8), News 12, WICC600, WEBE108, Facebook
@mtmumc and our website www.mtm-umc.org.
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UPCOMING SPRING TRES DIAS OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY WEEKENDS!!
Would you like to grow even closer to Jesus? Would you like to spend three full days
praying, worshiping, learning, singing, and enjoying times of fellowship and fun?

Then a Tres Dias weekend might be just right for you!

MEN'S WEEKEND IS MAY 16-MAY 19. WOMEN'S WEEKEND IS MAY 30-JUNE 2.

More than forty people who attend Mary Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church have
attended. Please contact Beth O'Brien at 203-877-8668, bgobrien11@optonline.net; Eileen Doyle
at 203-878-9049, ddoyle51(@aol.com, or Deb Dubien, Justine Guckin or Barron Grasso after
service if you would like to learn more!

| SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR

No Sunday School on Mother's Day
Please note that the children’s Sunday School will not meet on May 12th, Mother's Day, so that our
teachers and students may enjoy spending time with family in celebration of these special days.

June 2 - Save the Date for Christian Education Sunday

Christian Education Sunday will be celebrated during our 10 am worship service on June 2nd. The
students and teachers are working hard to prepare for this wonderful service which recognizes the
vital role our young people play in the church. We will also recognize the 50th anniversary of the
merging of the Myrtle Beach and Mary Taylor churches, a time to honor our past and celebrate the
future of where God is leading us!

Dog Days of Summer are Just Around the Corner!

Before you know it, school will be ending and we'll be switching to our half-hour earlier summer
worship schedule which begins on June 23rd through September 1st! Here's a preview of the
family activities we're planning for this summer: Join us for Movie Nights at Fowler Pavilion, Pick
Your Own / Farm Outing, Bodie’s Place Accessible Playground and Splash Pad, and Youth Trip to
Adventure Park Ropes Course.

New this Year *** Dog Walk at Eisenhower Dog Park! *** All are welcome to all events. Full details
will be shared in next month's Beacon. Stay tuned!

Cathy Cono
spikkio@optonline.net
C: 203-645-2362
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MISSIONS NEWS MAY, 2019

HEALTH KITS
Stacey Riccardi will be chairing this Mission to make Health Kits for Disaster Situations around the
world.

She will be using $500.00 from the Mission Committee for the $1.00 fee for toothpaste. Several
dentists will be donating all the toothbrushes in a combined effort.

We will not be collecting any items for the Health Kits this year. Instead we collect cash or checks.
Checks will be made out to Mary Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church with Health Kits in the

memo.

We are also collecting Bed Bath & Beyond Coupons and Manufactures Soap Coupons. Please see
Stacey after church services to donate coupons.

HEALTH KITS WILL BE ASSEMBLED AFTER CHURCH ON SUNDAY MAY 19, 2019.

,' Thank you for all the dental supply donations for Friends of Appalachia in the month
y 0f April.

DONATION - FOOD 2 KIDS — We have approved a $300.00 donation for this local organization to
help bring food to Milford School Children

THE MISSION COMMITTEE WILL BE SPONSORING A FOOD DRIVE FOR FOODS 2 KIDS
DURING THE MONTH OF JULY — Look for details in the June Beacon.

o S"‘“ﬁmrm PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

By Joan Zauner
— “When there are no words, a prayer shawl speaks volumes.
J anet Bristow, co-founder of the prayer shawl ministry.

»

Shawls have been made for centuries. They warm, comfort, hug and give unconditional love. We at
Mary Taylor are continuing that ministry. Once a month we meet to share our talents and fellowship
as we make these shawls. It has proven to be so worthwhile and rewarding.

We invite you to join us on the 2nd Thursday of each month. We have supplies and willingness to
help you relearn your skills. Our next meeting is May 9th at 7:00 p.m. first floor Wesley Center.

If you know of someone who would like a shawl, please ask Deb Dubien 203-877-4959, Phoebe
Repetsky 203-874-8688, or Joan Zauner 203-283-5643.
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MTMUMC
Fair On The Green

THE 48TH ANNUAL FAIR ON THE GREEN
HOSTED BY
MARY TAYLOR MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

JUNE 7@ 11am-6pm & JUNE 8 @ 10am-5pm

Sign-up sheets for volunteers will be available in Dodd Hall after Worship Service each
Sunday, May 7,14,21,28, June 2 or by contacting one of the Fair Co-Chairs (Michelle
Connor or Paul Downing).

Areas where you can help, volunteer, or donate:

« Baked goods needed (provide a list of ingredients)

Plant donations

Donate a "Theme-Basket" of $25 value or more (Contact: Bev Downing)
Donations to Trash & Treasurers (Contact: Dolly Bonisch)

Write a brief, historical story about the Fair for the blog on the Fair website
( https!//www.faironthegreen.org/ )

Food prep (week of June 3)

Set-up prep (Thursday, June 6 @ 4pm)

Yards signs (new or number stickers for last year's)

Flyers for your car and posting in local merchants

Break-down and clean-up volunteers needed for the grounds around the church as
well as the Entertainment section near the gazebo on the green

Note: Volunteers and helpers are asked to wear "Spirit-wear" (i.e. MTMUMC Staff
t-shirts). These are available as new or recycled. A sign-up sheet will be available.

If you are not able to attend the Fair this year or otherwise unable to serve, your
thoughts and prayers would be most appreciated keeping mind our church family,
the vendors, and all who are in our midst these days. Bless you.
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MTMUMC
Fair On The Green

THEME BASKETS
A tisket, a tasket, what's inside YOUR basket?

Once again, we are counting on YOU to make baskets for the Theme
Basket Table at the Fair on the Green. A theme basket contains new items
valued at $25 (or more, if you are a good sale shopper).

All baskets will be offered for sale at $25. Choose a theme, purchase your items, arrange your basket,
label the items in it, and drop it off at the church. We will wrap the baskets in cellophane for you, if
you'd like.

Need an idea? Some popular themes are: holidays, baking, games, baby, movie night, dogs or cats,
gardening, beach, summer reading, candles, Italian, Mexican, coffee, tea, etc. Be creative! Thank
you, in advance, for your baskets.

Any questions? Please contact Bev Downing or Becky Virgalla.

SAVE THE DATE

DRUM FOR FUN IN THE SUN!

Saturday, June 22nd 10:00-11:00am
Mary Taylor Memorial UMC Courtyard

Let’s celebrate the
SUMMER SOLSTICE
by drumming for fun in the sun!
This interactive session uses drums and percussion instruments to create a fun, rhythmical and
musical experience!
All ages. All abilities. No experience is necessary. Drums provided or bring your own.
Light refreshments to follow.

Lydia Smith will be leading this activity. She is a certified Remo health RHYTHMS drum circle
Facilitator, music therapist, teacher and professional musician.
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THE TRASH AND TREASURES

TEAM UPDATE
Becky Virgalla, T&T team member

May 23rd, Thursday, is the last day we will be accepting donations; we need time to
prepare for the Fair on the Green sale days. We will be open every Thursday until, and including,
May 23rd to receive donations AND to take your money! Look for our yellow sign on Broad Street,
which will be posted whenever we are working.

Please remember to:
donate items that are clean and in good working condition.
leave a note telling us whether or not donations are in working condition.
mark bedding sizes (single, full, queen, king) AND check for wear and stains.
donate worn bedding and towels to the animal shelter.
make sure your donations have all the necessary parts to function properly.
check for, and remove, corroded batteries in electronics before donating.
*  We are looking for the power adaptor and sheet music holder for the keyboard that was
donated.

¥ <€ € € € ¢ <

A reminder that we are NOT accepting winter clothing. We are in need of infant's and men's
summer clothing.

Thank you so much for your generous donations; without them, we wouldn't be in business! And
remember, God loves a cheerful giver.

DUE TO REGULATIONS AND DISPOSAL ISSUES, WE DO NOT ACCEPT:

Automotive parts, books over 10 years old or with musty odors, outdated computer books, obsolete
editions of educational books, clothing in poor or soiled condition, toilets, computers, printers, car
seats, cribs, beds, mattresses, large entertainment centers, large exercise equipment, food or
beverages, hangers, helmets of any kind, VHS tapes or records, cassette tapes, propane tanks of any

size, or any items in poor condition with missing parts or in need of repair.
We do NOT need any more packing material or bubble wrap.

Thank you, in advance, for all your wonderful donations!
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PARISH HEALTH AND WELLNESS TEAM IN OUTREACH
Submitted by Karyn Doherty

MAY IS NATIONAL LYME DISEASE MONTH
Symptoms
Many people with early- stage lyme disease develop a distinctive circular rash at the site of
the tick bite, usually around three to 30 days after being bitten. This is known as erythema
migrans. The rash is often described as looking like a bull's- eye on a dart board.

Some of the common symptoms are as follows:
e Rashes

e Fever

o Chills

o Fatigue

e Headache

Symptoms of late- stage lyme disease:
e Numbness in hands and legs

e Arthritis

e Short term memory loss

Treatments
Early stages of lyme disease are treated with oral antibiotics.

Causes
Lyme disease is a tick- borne infection caused by four main species of bacteria carried
primarily by certain species of ticks.

Remove Ticks the Right Way

Clean the area around the tick bite with rubbing alcohol.

Get your tweezers right down on your skin so you can grab as close as possible to
the tick's head.

Pull up slow and firm. ...

Clean the bite area again, and your hands, with rubbing alcohol or soap and water.

Don’t forget to check your pets! Your pets can get Lyme disease

too, so check with your vet for an appropriate preventative. ﬁ
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DRAGONFLY MINISTRIES
Body. Mind & Spiritual Healing

The Dragonfly: Symbolizing spiritual renewal, transformation,

courage, resilience and happiness, it inspires us to usher in
positive changes in our life.

We are a team of

caring and dedicated
Christian leaders provid-
ing a personalized and
confidential healing
service for those
struggling with body,
mind or spiritual healing.

Wherever you are—
we will come to you -

*Home bound
xHospital setting

Whatever your needs -

* Pre-surgical
* Post surgical Physical healin
* Emotional / Spiritual strengt

We offer anointing with
oil, Intercessory prayer,
laying on of hands and
special music.

Mark Platt, Facilitator & Instrumentalist (203) 675-5846
Don Hastings, Coordinator (203) 877-4554

See our brochures in the back of the sanctuary for more information.

In actual praying for the sick, the laying on of hands is a traditional Christian practice.
“They will lay their hands on the sick, who will recover” Mark 16:18

With confidence and thanksgiving—we have the faith that the Lord still heals people
as he did over 2,000 years ag. “Everything you ask and pray for, believe that you
have it already, and it will be yours.” Mark 11:24

JUNE “BEACON” DEADLINE is
Wednesday, May 15th

1]
Please submit materials on or before this date to
mtmumc(@sbcglobal.net

or a hard copy to the church office.
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OTHER WORSHIP OPTIONS

all OUR “HEALING AND WHOLENESS” WORSHIP” meets each
Monday at 7 p.m. for about an hour in the Chapel on the 2™ Floor of
the Wesley Center. Open to all, the format is informal with hymns,
prayers, scripture, a brief meditation, some testimony and then
intercessory prayer and, for those who wish, the laying on of hands
and healing anointing. Reverend Cynthia Dodd and many laity, share
leadership of this service. To learn more please contact Mary Lou
Hastings at 203-877-4554.

A REMINDER ABOUT CARE BY THE PASTORS....

v Aot b
Q& " ....if you have scheduled surgery and desire a visit by one of the pastors in advance
/ of the surgery, call or e-mail the church office at 203-874-1982;
mtmumc(@sbcglobal.net or Pastor Kristina: 516-901-2216; revkristina@yahoo.com or
Pastor Dan: 203-927-9077 or dani.m.levine@gmail.com.

....if you are hospitalized and desire a visit by one of the pastors in the hospital, call or e-mail the
church office, Pastor Kristina or Pastor Dani.

....if you are home-bound after discharge and desire a home visit, call or e-mail the church
office, Pastor Kristina or Pastor Dani.

MARY TAYLOR MEMORIAL UMC
TRANSPORTATION CAREGIVER GUIDELINES

The intent of the Transportation Caregiver Program is to provide transportation to
worship on Sunday mornings and at other days and times that worship is held (Ex: Good Friday).
Transportation would also be available to church events that may occur at other times and days of
the week (Ex: Club 80 Luncheon) and other needs that may arise.

To procure a ride, a member should call Don Hastings (203-877-4554) or Judy Darak (203-874-
5881). Ifat all possible, at least a 24-hour notice would be helpful, but an attempt will be made to
deal with last minute situations or emergencies.

OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY—FRIDAY

)‘ 9AM TO 2PM

o0
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]g WE’D LIKE TO WISH YOU A HAPPY BIRTHDAY....
PY

! ....but we can’t if we don’t have it in our database.
Birthday, 1t is always possible that these special dates were previously provided us. If so, you have
our apology for any oversight and our request to please try again.

And whenever your special day is, may God who has blessed you with this
milestone smile on you and your celebration.

Sincerely,

Mary Lou Kampert (mtmumc(@sbcglobal.net; 203.874.1982, ext. 110)
Pastor Kristina (revkristina@yahoo.com; 203.874.1982, ext. 111)

oty
Rty
to T

b 5, MAY BIRTHDAYS
£ ,U/ﬁc/cly _ .
%)7@54/:/}?4 MTM CLUB 80 MEMBERS—are listed below in bold.
- If your birthday is not listed and should be, or if there are other
birthdays needing changing, please call the Office at 203-874-1982. Thank you!

1st Aiyana Diwan 15th Mary Repetsky 28th Laurie Nichols
Marie Marczak 16th Nancy Bennett 29th Patrick Darcy
2nd Ryan Dennis Zachary Cavender Bob Volgmuth
Amanda Pitre Eric Fino 31st Dolores Hotaling
Chris Steele Stacy Stuart
3rd Josephine Caruso 17th Mark Petremont L)
4th  Rob Johnson 18th Chet McDonough E:'J":
Nicole Wallberg-Piercey Jason Williston :
5th  Bill Cermignani 19th Arjun Diwan y
6th Aaliyah Gonsalves Leslie Reyman L)
7th  Allison Bennett 21st William Ives L)
Matteo Cono 22nd Joseph Hotaling I::L]I
Caleb Woodard Eric Pitts R
9th Miriam D’Andrea 23rd Joanne Platt E:l
10th Jack Katrick 24th Dick Cable
Michael Davis Lisa Darak-Druck }"'
12th Dolly Bonisch Catherine Meszaros ETJ
Neill White Jason Michaud T:ﬁ
13th Nick Brown 25th Lexi Winkelman _E
14th Kelly O’Hara 26th Amy Bennett
15th Heather Harrison Michael Dana E
Eric Johnson 27th Emilie Gregory .
Kelley Patterson Marge Malehorn D:l
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